
Public Opinion Survey 
 
•Santa Rosa County Initiated a Public Opinion Survey in the 
Spring of Last Year. 
•2,000 Surveys were mailed out to Homeowners and Businesses 
 
 
•Survey Topics 
–Work Location 
–School Age Children 
–Reason for Travel on US98 
–How Long Respondents Have Lived in South Santa Rosa County 
–Rating Traffic Conditions of US98 
 
•Asked to Rank the Following Issues: 
–"Quality of Drinking Water" 
–"Roadway Congestion" 
–"Stormwater Management" 
–"Quality of Water in Sound and Bay" 
–"Sewage Collection & Treatment" 
–"Availability of Parks & Recreation" 
–"Availability of Fire Protection" 
–"Availability of Police & EMT Services" 
 
•Do you Work on or off the Peninsula? 
–On:  195 
–Off:  197  
–Don’t Work: 199 
 
•For what Purposes do you Travel on US 98? 
–Work:    383 
–Shopping:   533 
–Recreation/Social:  566 
–Taking Children to School:130 
–Other:    146 
 
•How long have you been a resident of South Santa Rosa County? 
–Average months: 139 = 11 ½ Years 
•How would you describe the traffic conditions on US 98? 
–"Excellent” 9 
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–"Fair”  256 
–"Poor”  337 
 
 
•Over the last 2 years would you say that traffic conditions on US 
98 have: 
–"Improved” 17 
–"Gotten Worse” 492 
–"Stayed about the same” 91 
 
•"Rank the following growth-related issues on a scale of 1 to 8, with 1 being 
the most important to you" 
–"Quality of Drinking Water“  1 
–"Roadway Congestion“   2 
–"Availability of Police & EMT Services“ 3 
–"Availability of Fire Protection“  4 
–"Quality of Water in Sound and Bay“ 5 
–"Sewage Collection & Treatment“ 6 
–"Stormwater Management“  7 
–"Availability of Parks & Recreation“ 8 
 
•"In your opinion, how effective are the following measures in 
improving future traffic conditions?" 
–"Building new roads" 
•"Very Effective“  270 
•"Fairly Effective“  135 
•"Somewhat Effective“ 96 
•"Minimally Effective“ 53 
•"Not Effective“  30 
 
•"In your opinion, how effective are the following measures in 
improving future traffic conditions?" 
–"Limiting development“ 
•"Very Effective“  214 
•"Fairly Effective“  102 
•"Somewhat Effective“ 130 
•"Minimally Effective“ 78 
•"Not Effective“  69 
 

 2



•"In your opinion, how effective are the following measures in 
improving future traffic conditions?" 
–"Introducing mass transit" 
•"Very Effective“  89 
•"Fairly Effective“  81 
•“Somewhat Effective“ 125 
•"Minimally Effective“ 154 
•"Not Effective“  139 
 
•"In your opinion, how effective are the following measures in 
improving future traffic conditions?" 
–"Adding new lanes" 
•"Very Effective“  260 
•"Fairly Effective“  154 
•"Somewhat Effective“ 95 
•"Minimally Effective“ 48 
•"Not Effective“  38 
 
•"In your opinion, how effective are the following measures in 
improving future traffic conditions?" 
–"Better land use decisions" 
•"Very Effective“  274 
•“Fairly Effective“  118 
•"Somewhat Effective“ 114 
•"Minimally Effective“ 46 
•"Not Effective“  37 
 
•"An unfunded proposal has been made to 6-lane a portion of US 
98 from SR 399 to SR 87.  Do you support this proposal?" 
–"Yes“ 299 
–"No“ 281 
 
•"Would you be willing to pay additional taxes to improve:" 
–"Construction of additional driving lanes“  284 
–"Construction of additional parks/recreation areas“ 120 
–"Purchase of environmentally sensitive lands“ 163 
–"Improving the water quality on our Sound and Bay“ 248 
–"Paving existing dirt roads“    119 
–"Other“       127 
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